ADULATION.                               83

of the Minister of Commerce, came before Savary,
Duke of Rovigo, the Minister of Police.

" Of all who were there,*' says the Duke of Rovigo
in his Memoirs, " there was not one who would have
wished to stand in my shoes. They all seemed
unwilling to speak to me, lest they should pain me.
The Emperor detained every Minister, except the
Minister of War, only a short time, so that I was
ushered into him very soon. When I passed through
the crowd which had gathered about the door of the
drawing-room where the Emperor was, they made
way for me as if they were letting a funeral proces-
sion pass on its way to bid farewell to the court.
What especially helped to confirm this opinion was
the return to Paris of the Duke of Otranto, whom
the Emperor had recalled from Aix in Provence,
where he was living: every one looked upon him as
my successor. Some who had been my friends in
the days of my first success took pains to let me
know everything that was said while I was with the
Emperor."

The Duke of Rovigo remained nearly two hours
with his sovereign. " I can imagine," said Napoleon,
" that you might have been arrested by fifty men,
but it is very much .to be regretted that you should
not have been able to defend yourself. As for me,
I ,am at the mercy of the first officer who is on guard
at my door." The Minister entered into long expla-
nations, which the Emperor received very kindly, and
he soon saw with surprise and pleasure that lie still